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1EREWITH AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS ABOUT TO BE LEAKED OUT OF 
SAIGON* 

• \ 

A. BUNKER’S RECOMMENDATION 

B. SECRETARY RUSK’S RECOMMENDATION 
SAIGON 41837 

1. KEYES BEECH OF CHICAGO DAILY NEWS ASKED SEE BERGER LAST NIGHT 
SPYING HE RAD STORY OF LAST WEEK’S DEVELOPMENTS FROM VIET-NAM 
S3 URGES AND WOULD LIKE TO CHECK IT OUT. BERGER AND BEECH ARE OLD 
FRIENDS AND BERGER SAID WE ARE UNABLE TO SAY ANYTHING. BEECH SAID 
IE KNEW THAT BUT HE HAD A DETAILED AND INTIMATE ACCOUNT OF WHAT ' 
TRANSPIRED DURING MEETINGS HERE OF LAST THREE WEEKS AND IN FAIRNESS 
TO US, WE OUGHT TO HAVE CHANCE TO COMMENT IF WE WISHED. 

2. HE CAME TO BERGER’S HOUSE AND BERGER LISTENED WITH HORROR AS HE . 
VENT THROUGH PAGES OF NOTES GIVING DETAILS OF MEETINGS GOING BACK TO 
OCTOBER 13 AND FRAGMENTS RPT FRAGMENTS FROM JOINT COMMUNIQUE, 

FROM ONE OF PRESIDENT’S LETTERS TO THIEU, LAM’S CABLE MISREPRESENTING 
IftRRIMAN’S REMARKS, THE ABORTED CESSATION ANNOUNCEMENT OF OCT 
14/16, EXCHANGES DURING MARATHON SESSIONS INCLUDING THIEU-BERGER 
EXCHANGE, ISSUES RAISED, ETC. MUCH OF INFO WAS ACCURATE, ALTHOUGH 
GIVEN IN DISTORTED FRAME. MUCH WAS SLANTED OR ERRONEOUS. 


3. BEECH SAID HE TALKED WITH A NUMBER OF PER SDNS INCLUDING KY, 
BUT FROM CONTENTS IT IS CLEAR THAT MAIN SOURCE WAS KY. 


4. BERGER CALLED ME TO JOIN THEM, AND BEECH WENT OVER HIS 
MATERIAL AGAIN WITH ME. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO LET HIM PUBLISH IN 
THIS DISTORTED FORM AND IT WAS USELESS ASKING TO SUPPRESS, 

SINCE VIETNAMESE ARE LEAKING TO OTHERS AS WELL. I CORRECTED 
FLAGRANT ERRORS AND WORST DISTORTIONS AND MISREPRESENTATIONS 
UNDER ARRANGEMENT THAT THERE WILL BE NO ATTRIBUTIONS OF ANY 
US SOURCES HERE. BUT STORY, WITH ALL ITS GORY DETAILS, WILL 
DAMAGING IN THE EXTREME, ESPECIALLY TO THEM,' AND COMPLICATE 
FROBLEMS. 
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^5^ STORY If ILC'SHOW *THAT BY -THEIR OWN ACCOUNT ONLY SAVING GRACE ISj 

Mtwt^there was agreementjdn joint announcement and. gvn concurrence 

Atn^BOMBING^CESSATIONVTANDJIHEY-BALKED AT^THE-LAST-MINUTE ON^r 
■GROUNDS THEY WANTED CLARIFICATION OF NLF STATUS AND PROCEDURES. 

‘i BEECH SAID HE PLANS TO INTERPRET THIS BACKING OUT IN TERMS OF THEIR 
EXPECTATION OF A NIXON VICTORY AND HOPES THEY WILL FIND NIXON, A 
f&WX. COMMENT: PREPAR ED, PRESUMABLY, TO TAKE ANY MEASURE 
TO PRESS WAR TO VICTORY.) > - 


6. "WE OBVIOUSLY WILL NEVER AGAIN BE ABLE TO REPOSE ANY CONFIDENCE 

IN KY, AND INDEED IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW HOW WE CAN DEAL IN FUTURE 
WITH THIS GOVT, GIVEN THIS KIND OF IRRESPONSIBILITY AT TOP. * 

7. STORY WILL BE FILED ABOUT 1100 HOURS LOCAL TODAY. WHEN YOU „ 

1AVE STORY I SUGGEST BUI DIEM’BE CALLED IN PROTEST MADE IN THE 
STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS. IF PROTEST IS IN WRITTEN FORM, SUGGEST _ 
03PY BE SENT ME WHICH-WE WOULD LEAVE AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE WITHOUT 
COMMENT. IT IS PROBABLY ADVISABLE NOT TO INDENTIFY KY BY NAME SINCE 
OTHERS WERE TALKING AS WELL. I DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHETHER T HIEU 
HIMSELF HAS BEEN LEAKING, BUT IT IS OBVIOUS STORIES ARE COMING FROM 
S3 ME ONE INTIMATELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS, AND 
FROTEST CAN BE CAST IN THESE TERMS. WE PROPOSE NOT RPT NOT TO 
COMMENT HERE. IF DEPT CHOOSES DIFFERENT COURSE, PLEASE INFORM US 

OF WHAT YOU WILL SAY OR WANT US TO SAY. 

aiGON 41838 
KEF: SAIGON 41837 

AT RECEPTION GIVEN BY NEWSWEEK LAST NIGHT, WE LEARNED MAJOR 
fftRT OF SUBSTANCE REFTEL KNOWN TO US AND FOREIGN PRESS. ONE US 
BUREAU CHIEF TOLD US KY HENCHMAN MADE SUDDEN "COURTESY CALL_ ON 
NY TIMES BUREAU CHIEF ROBERTS AND USED THIS AS MEANS OF OILING HIM 
RUNDOWN ON EVENTS OF DAYS AND NIGHTS PRIOR TO ID ^NT JOS 
SPEECH, ROBERTS SAID HE UNDERSTOOD SIMILAR VISITS MADE TO OTHER US 
NEWSMEN BY KY FOLLOWER. IN VIEW THIS I FEEL I SHOULD GIVE A 
’ BACKGROUNDER TO SELECTED CORRESPONDENTS, UNLESS YOU FEEL TO THE 
CONTRARY. PLEASE REPLY FLASH. 

TODEL ' . 


REF: SAIGON 41837, 41838 

TOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITH BACKGROUNDER OR IN ANY OTHER 
APPROPRIATE WAY AS YOU SEE FIT. 






